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ment, and with good reason, for information had beer
receiyed a few days before to the effect that Lieutenant
MatzievsH belonged to one of the most dangerous
terrorist organizations. M. Stolypine had cognizance
of that information before going to the aerodrome,
and when he consented to ascend with MatzievsH he
knew perfectly well to what a strange companion he
was entrusting his life. On leaving the field he con-
gratulated his pilot warmly and expressed himself as
delighted with the experience. Shortly after, this
incident had an unexpected epilogue. In the course
of a flight Lieutenant MatzievsH fell from a great height
and was instantly killed. The cause of the.accident was
inexplicable, for the pilot had been seen to fall separately
from the machine, which showed no trace of having sus-
tained any damage before crashing to the ground. This
led to the firm conviction on the part of the police that
MatzievsH had committed suicide, and that this fate
had been imposed by the terrorist committee as a
punishment for having let the chance escape of doing
away with M. Stolypine.
All these details, incredible as they may appear, were
fully confirmed to me by M. Stolypine himself. When
I asked him why he had risked his life without necessity
and with full knowledge of the danger incurred, he replied,
after thinHng a moment:
" I am inclined to believe that it was an instinctive
act on my part, but I recollect also having said to myself
that they must on no account be allowed to think I am
afraid of them. Besides,55 he added, " before I took
my seat in the machine I looked squarely in the eyes of
Lieutenant MatzievsH, and saw plainly that he would
not dare. In fact, it is quite possible that it was the
spirit of the sportsman, in love with his art, that prevailed